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CHAPTER 4  

TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT  
 

The comprehensive planning legislation 

requires this element to include a 

compilation of goals, objectives, maps 

and recommendations to guide the future 

development and maintenance of various 

modes of transportation in and 

immediately around the Village of  

Pleasant Prairie including highways, 

transit, transportation systems for 

persons with disabilities, bicycles, 

pedestrians , railroads, air transportation, 

trucking and water transportation.  

The element shall compare the Villageôs 

objectives, policies, goals and programs 

to state and regional transportation 

plans. The element shall also identify 

highways within the Village  by function 

and incorporate state, regional and other applicable transportation plans, i ncluding 

transportation corridor plans, county highway functional and jurisdictional studies, urban area 

and rural area transportation plans, airport master plans and rail plans that apply in the Village.  

This chapter  presents inventories of the existing t ransportation system in Village and other 

facilities in proximity to the Village that provide transportation services to the Village. Much of 

the inventory information included in this section is drawn from the regional transportation 

system plan. An updat e of the plan to a design year of 2035 was adopted by the Southeastern 

Regional Planning Commission in June 2006. The 2035 regional transportation plan, and the 

preceding plan for the year 2020, includes five (5) elements: public transit, transportation 

systems management, travel demand management, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and 

arterial streets and highways. Inventory information relating to these elements is presented in 

this Chapter. Information on rail ways , harbors, and airport services is also provided.  Appendix 

4-1 provides a brief description of transportation funding programs currently available  to 

Kenosha County and the Village, which can facilitate the provision of various modes of 

transportation within the Village.  Transportation objecti ves and recommendations to meet the 

primary transpiration goal of the Village are  provided at the end of this Chapter.  

 

Transportation Goal:   

Provide an accessible interconnected network of highways, streets, and bicycle and 

pedestrian trails within the Village i n order to present a safe, affordable, and efficient 

transportation system that meets the needs of multiple users; and to assure the 

functionality of the transportation network within Pleasant Prairie and the surrounding 

region while minimizing th e impacts upon the transportation  system .  

  

I -94 at Wisconsin Illinois stateline  
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STREETS AND HIGHWAYS  

The street and highway system serves several important functions, including the movement of 

through vehicular traffic; providing vehicular access to abutting land uses; providing for 

pedestrian and bicycle circulation, and serving as the location for utili ties and stormwater 

drainage facilities. Two (2) of these functions ðtraffic movement and land access ðare basically 

incompatible.  As a result, street and highway system design is based on a functional grouping 

or classification of streets and highways, bas ed on the primary function served. The three (3) 

functional classifications of streets and highways are arterial streets, collector streets, and local 

streets.  

Arterial Streets  

The arterial street and highway system is 

intended to provide a high degree of travel 

mobility, serving the through movement of 

traffic between and through urban areas. 

The regional transportation system plan 1 

identifies the location, number of lanes, 

and the level of governm ent recommended 

to have jurisdiction over each arterial street 

and highway. Recommendations for the 

location and number of lanes of arterial 

streets and highways are determined in 

part by t ravel simulation models, which are 

used to determine the existing a nd 

potential travel demand on proposed 

transportation networks, based on the 

development pattern recommended by the regional land use plan.  Map 4.1 shows the arterial 

street and highway system recommended by the regional transportation system plan.  

In add ition to their functional classification, arterial streets and highways are also classified by 

the unit of government that has responsibility, or jurisdiction, over the facility. The Wisconsin 

Department of Transportation (WisDOT) has jurisdiction over the  State Trunk Highway  system 

and I -94, Kenosha County has jurisdiction over the County  Trunk Highway system, and the 

Village has jurisdiction over local arterial streets within the Village. Arterial streets and 

highways in the Village in 2009, categorized b y jurisdiction, are shown on Map 4.2.  

The State Trunk H ighway system, which includes Interstate Highways  (I) , U.S. -numbered 

Highways (USH), and State Trunk highways (STH), generally carry the highest traffic volumes, 

provide the highest traffic speeds, have the highest degree of access control, and serve land 

uses of statewide or regional significance. Interstate and State trunk highways serve the 

longes t trips, principally carrying traffic traveling through Pleasant Prairie and between Pleasant 

Prairie and other cities or states. County Trunk H ighways (CTH) should form an integrated 

system with State highways and principally serve traffic between communi ties in Kenosha 

County and land uses of countywide importance. Local arterial streets and highways would 

serve the shortest trips, serve locally -oriented land uses, carry the lightest traffic volumes on 

the arterial system, provide lower traffic speeds, ha ve the least access control, and principally 

serve traffic within the Village.  

  

                                                           

1 The most recent regional transportation system plan is documented in SEWRPC Planning Report No. 49, A Regional 

Transportation System Plan for Southeas tern Wisconsin: 2035, June 2006.  

2009 reconstruction of 85 th  Street west of Cooper Rd.  
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MAP 4 .1  

PUBLIC TRANSIT ELEMENT OF THE 2035 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM PLAN  

 

 

  

Source:  SEWRPC.  


