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APPENDIX 9 - 5  

KENOSHA COUNTY 2035 LAND USE PLAN  MAP  

The Ken osha County 2035 Land Use Plan was prepared as part of the Multi - Jurisdictional 

Planning process.  This appendix presents the 2035  Land Use Plan pursuant to the Multi -

jurisdictional plan entitled ñSEWRPC Community Assistance Planning Report No. 299  A MULTI ï 

JURISDICTIONAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR KENOSHA COUNTY: 2035 ò.  

[NOTE THIS INFORMATION IS BASED ON THE DRAFT KENOSHA COUNTY 2035 LAND USE PLAN, 
AFTER THE PLAN IS ADOPTED THIS APPENDIX SHALL BE UPDATED TO REFLECT THE APPROVED 
PLAN FOR KENOSHA COUNTY.]  

KENOSHA COUNTY LAND USE PLAN MAP  

The land use plan for Kenosha County for the year 2035 is presented on Map 9 -5a.  The plan 

map indica tes where certain types of urban development should be encouraged while 

preserving agricultural and environmentally significant land and resources.  Pursuant to the  

Table 9 -5a sets forth the number of acres and percent of the County in each land use categor y 

on the Land Use Plan Map.  

The Kenosha County land use plan map is a compilation of the land use plan maps prepared by 

each local government in the County. Local government land use plan maps were standardized 

where necessary to the categories shown on Map 9 -5a.  A description of  typical land uses 

existing or anticipated within each category follows.  For clarification and density calculation 

purposes, net acreage is generally considered the remaining land area after excluding all 

portions of existing and  proposed street rights -of -way within a development site or subdivision; 

however, the County and/or local government zoning ordinance and/or comprehensive plan 

should be referred to for further clarification.  

The plan recognizes that most preexisting legal , nonconforming small lots with homes or other 

uses, surrounded by and/or located within large areas of existing or planned residential or other 

uses containing larger lot sizes, will likely continue as allowed uses in said areas during the plan 

design per iod.  

Farmland Protection  

Areas designated for farmland protection occupy 37,367 acres, or about 21 %  of the County, on 

the 2035 land use plan map. This category allows for all agricultural uses and consists primarily 

of parcels at least 35 acres or greater in size that contain soils suitable for agricultural 

production. The plan encourages continuation of agricultural activity in these areas, including 

dairy farming, row crops, and niche agriculture, such as orchards and organic farming.  

General Agricultural  and Open Land  

General agricultural and open land uses  occupy 8,648 acres, or about 5%  of the County, on the 

2035 land use plan map. The general agricultural and open land use category would allow all 

agricultural uses, as well as residential development w ith an average density of one home for 

each 10 to 34.9 acres of land. The plan encourages continuation of agricultural related activity 

in this area, including dairy farming, row crops, equestrian farms, agricultural related 

warehousing and food processing ,1 plant nurseries, and niche agriculture such as orchards, 

organic farming, and hobby farms. Open lands may include pasturelands and fallow fields.  

                                                           
1
 The Town of Bristol designated one parcel zoned A -3 (Agricultural -Related Manufacturing, Warehousing, and 

Marketing) in the Town as Industrial on the Town land use plan map.  The parcel is therefore shown as ñIndustrialò on 
the county land use plan map.    
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A separate land use category that combines agricultural and rural residential land uses is 

included on Map 9-5a to accommodate the ñAgricultural/Forest/Wetland Preservationò and the 

ñAgricultural/Forest/Wetland/Rural Residentialò land use plan categories from the Village of 

Twin Lakes/Town of Randall comprehensive plan. This category encompasses about 3,894 

acr es, or about 2% of the County, on the 2035 land use plan map. Most of the wetlands and 

woodlands included in these two categories on the Village/Town plan map are encompassed in 

the environmental corridors, isolated natural resource areas, other conservanc y lands to be 

preserved, and wetland categories on Map 9 -5a. The main  intent of this category is to preserve 

agricultural uses and, if residential development is permitted in such areas, that only single -

family homes at lot sizes or densities equating to f ive acres or greater per dwelling unit be 

allowed, preferably utilizing conservation design concepts.  

The use of conservation subdivision design or lot -averaging techniques is encouraged to help 

preserve rural character in areas where rural -density residen tial development is allowed, 

provided minimum required lot size standards are met. Under conservation design, individual 

lot sizes may be reduced below those permitted by the basic zoning district for conventional 

development, provided the average density of the land division complies with zoning 

regulations. Land not included in individual lots is typically maintained in open space for 

agricultural, recreational, or resource protection purposes.  

Rural - Density Residential  

The rural -density residential use category occupies 5,708 acres, or about 3 %  of the County, on 

the 2035 land use plan map. This category includes single - family homes at lot sizes or densities 

equating to five acres to 9.9 acres per dwelling unit. Rural -density residential land is mostly 

ru ral in character. The use of conservation subdivision design or lot -averaging techniques is 

encouraged to help preserve rural character in areas where rural -density residential 

development is allowed.  

Suburban - Density Residential  

Suburban -density residenti al uses occupy 11,030 acres, or about 6%  of the County, on the 

2035 land use plan map. This category includes single - family homes at lot sizes or densities 

equating to 40,000 square feet to 4.9 acres per dwelling unit. Suburban -density residential land 

is neither truly urban nor rural in character. Development at this density generally precludes 

the provision of centralized sanitary sewer service, public water supply service, and other urban 

amenities if allowed in or near urban service areas and may compro mise the rural character of 

the County if allowed in rural areas. The use of conservation subdivision design or lot -averaging 

techniques can also be utilized to help preserve country or rural character in areas where 

suburban -density residential developmen t is allowed.  

Medium - Density Residential  

The medium -density residential use category occ upies 26,264 acres, or about 15% of the 

County, on the 2035 land use plan map. Medium -density residential uses are envisioned to 

occur in a variety of residential neigh borhoods, located within the urban service areas of the 

County, providing a full complement of basic neighborhood amenities including a school, park, 

and shopping area. The average density of medium -density residential areas should be one 

home per 6,000 to  39,999 square feet of area, predominantly allowing for single family and 

two - family homes.  
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MAP  9 - 5a  

KENOSHA COUNTY  2035 LAND USE PLAN MAP  

  

Source:  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Federal Emergency Management Agency, Local Governments, Kenosha County an d SEWRPC. 


