APPENDIX 9-4
VILLAGE GREEN CENTER CAFE SUMMARIES

In 2007, the Village held the first of a series of three (3) Village Green Cafés to assist in the
conceptual planning of the Village & downtown.

The first Café was held on November 15, 2007 . The purpose of this Café was to provide
information out about the Village Green planning process, to form a vision of the Village Green

Center, to provide information about what makes village cen ters successful . In addition,
participants discuss ed places they have been and what they liked and did not like about those
places and identified issues and opportunities that need to be further explored. Figure 9 -4a
was the newsletter sent to all participants that summarized the results of the first café.

A second Café was held on January 17, 2008 . The purpose of this Café was to discuss concepts
for future development of the Village Green Center . Figure 9 -4b was the newsletter sent  to all
participants that summarized the results of the second café.
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FIGURE 9-4a
SUMMARY NEWSLETTER OF THE FIRST VILLAGE GREEN CAFE

‘Village gteen fafé

Decamber 15, 2007

Café Questions Ask Participants To
Envision The Future Village
Green Center

Those 12 years old and up shared their
ideas for the future of the Village
Green Center.

On November 15, 2007 over 125
participants attended the first of three
café-style workshops to discuss their
vision for the new Village Green
Center. Participants worked in small
groups to answer three questions that
will help guide the planning for the
Center.

The November 15th café produced
many great responses to the three
questions posed to the participants.
The questions were:

1. What did you like about Village cen-
ters or downtowns that you have vis-
ited? What did you dislike about
Village Centers or downtowns that
you have visited?

Residents, property owners, business
owners, Board and Commission
members, Village staff, and developers
brainstormed ideas for the Village
Green Center.

2. What opportunities or issues are
present that may help or hinder
the  development of the Village
Center? (This may be related to
the existing site conditions,
transportation system, real estate
factors or other issues.)

3. What types of uses, activities or
events should be located in our
Village Center?

The next café will take place on
January 17, 2008. Feedback from
the November 15th café will be used
to shape the design for the center.

What Did You
Like About
Village
Centers or
Downtowns

that You Have

Visited?

What Did You
Dislike About
Village
Centers or
Downtowns

that You Have

Visited?

What
Opportunities
or Issues Are
Present that
May Help or
Hinder the
Development
of the Village
Green Center?

What Types of
Uses,
Activities, or
Events Should
Be Located in
Our Village
Center?

Village Green
Café #2
Scheduled for
January 17th
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Question #1: What did you like about Village centers or
downtowns that you have visited?
At the November 15th café, participants discussed communities they
have visited, and the positive attributes of those communities they
enjoyed are listed below:

«+ Created a community identity

« Pedestrian-friendly Downtowns that were preferred
« Park-like setting/green space have a “good blend of retail,
+ User-friendly civic and residential areas.”

. Easy to navigate

« Good central focal point

« Well-lit and safe

« Attracts young people and

« Travel lanes with boulevards
+ Nice streetscape with benches,
sidewalks, lights, landscaping,

BN and canopies
senior citizens . -
10 “; dential . Planned holiday activities/
. Connected to residential areas gatherings

« Convenient/underground parking
« Functional town square

« Upscale and unique shops

« Specialty markets

« Restaurants with outdoor seating

« Attractive architecture
. Band shell/gazebo for

performances
Downtowns/ « Museum
Village Centers . .
T —— Cultural Center/Library
Like Include: + Bookstore

Brookfield, WI » Bed and breakfast lodging

Cedarburg, WI

Appleton, WI

Lake Forest, IL « Blend of retail, civic, and
Galena, IL residential uses

Long Grove, IL

« Interconnection with walking

« Curved main street that is
visually pleasing

Participants like Village
Centers that have a fountain,
water feature or other
central focal point.
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